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Foreword

It is a great honor to write a foreword for this volume commemorat-
ing the first fifty years of the Baltimore Bibliophiles. The passion for 
books that brought the founders together has been maintained by the 
group over these many years. Neither the changes in membership, 
the changes in book collecting, nor the changes in books themselves 
have diverted the group from “providing a focal point for commu-
nity interest in matters pertaining to books and manuscripts and 
the collecting thereof, bookbindings, typography, printing, paper, 
calligraphy, prints and book illustration, maps, and aspects of the 
book arts such as bookbinding, book conservation, book design, and 
related fields,” as the founding By-laws state so eloquently. Books 
have transcended the generations, and the Baltimore Bibliophiles 
have given focus to that transcendence over the last half century.
 The existence of the group today is a tribute to the founders, and 
the history of the Baltimore Bibliophiles clearly reveals the con-
sistent quality of the group’s interest and enthusiasm for books. 
Over 300 speakers have addressed the group at its 325 meetings 
held over fifty years. Meetings have been held at such diverse lo-
cations as Johns Hopkins University’s Evergreen House and Pea-
body Library, the University of Maryland, Baltimore County, and 
Goucher College. The Maryland Medical and Chirurgical Faculty 
(“Med Chi”), the Maryland Historical Society, and the Peale Mu-
seum historically were sites of meetings. Field trips were taken to 
such diverse places as the Baltimore Sun, Schneidereith and Sons 
printers, and National Archives II, the U. S. National Archives 
headquarters in College Park. The Free Library of Philadelphia, the 
Folger Shakespeare Library, and the Grolier Club were other loca-
tions that the group visited. In the early years, occasional auctions 
were held to raise funds for the group’s activities. These occasions 
were no doubt spirited for the close knit and lively membership.
 Change has especially characterized the Baltimore Bibliophiles 
in recent years, perhaps as a reflection of the changing nature of the 
marketplace and book collecting itself. The By-laws have become a 
Constitution and have been changed to accommodate more members 
and the non-profit status granted by the Internal Revenue Service. 
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Contributions to the group are now tax-deductible. Book collecting 
is conducted not only by the traditional means (that is, books found 
through networking among collectors and dealers and at live auc-
tions), but also by electronic means. Online auctions are now an im-
portant source of collectible books, and collectors and dealers who 
never would have made contact in the past now buy, sell, and trade 
with each other over the World Wide Web. The geography of col-
lecting has changed dramatically just as competition among dealers 
has increased, and the condition of books found online can vary tre-
mendously, sometimes to the surprise of the recipient. E-mails and 
the Web rule collecting today more than ever.
 Books themselves have changed in extraordinary ways in recent 
decades. Digital reproductions have become pervasive on the Web, 
and some believe they are replacing the need for originals. Walter 
Benjamin in his landmark essay, “The Work of Art in the Age of 
Mechanical Reproduction,” argued that the most perfect reproduc-
tion of a work of art lacks the “unique existence” of the original. His 
remarks were aimed at paintings, but he might well have been talk-
ing about books.1 A digitally reproduced book just cannot replace an 
original and still possess the qualities that make it original—the ma-
terials used in its manufacture, the history to which it was subject, 
its changes in ownership, and the changes in physical condition it 
may have suffered, to name just a few. More than ever, books are 
among the physical remains of the human past. They transcend the 
generations of human knowledge and experience, and are one aspect 
of the idealized pattern of meanings, values, and norms shared by 
a society from which may be inferred the non-instinctive behavior 
called culture. In short, books are artifacts that help define cultures, 
and they are more valuable than ever for knowing and understand-
ing past and present cultures.
 Book collectors such as the Baltimore Bibliophiles play an impor-
tant role in preserving and passing on our culture. This volume to a 
great extent charts the history of the Baltimore Bibliophiles, and is 
a record of their achievements. 

tom beck, President, Baltimore Bibliophiles, 2003–2005

1. Walter Benjamin, “The Work of Art in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction,” Illumina-
tions, trans. Harry Zohn (New York: Harcourt Brace & World, 1968), 217–228.
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Preface

With this volume we celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of the found-
ing of the Baltimore Bibliophiles. In it we record the flourishing 
of bibliophily in Baltimore and the vigor of our organization. We 
print an original essay by Linda F. Lapides about early children’s 
books in Baltimore and a catalogue of a selection of the Baltimore 
children’s books that she and her husband, Julian L. Lapides, have 
collected. In a separate section, we present a historical record of our 
organization.
 This book is the work of many hands. We acknowledge with 
thanks two long-standing and steadfast members who consented 
to being interviewed, James Bready, who joined the club in the year 
of its founding, and the late P. William Filby. We thank Linda and 
Jack Lapides for their constant support of all aspects of this publica-
tion and for providing in their collection and collecting the focus of 
the first part of the book. Linda Lapides we thank for her essay and 
for the catalogue of a selection of the Baltimore imprints from the 
marvelous Lapides Collection.
 Other persons whose contributions made possible the publica-
tion of this volume are:
 all those members and officers of the Baltimore Bibliophiles who 
over the years have contributed to our archives;
 Cynthia Requardt, our archivist and her staff at the libraries of 
Johns Hopkins University, who have cared for our archives;
 Linda Claremon, associate director of development of the Sheri-
dan Libraries at Johns Hopkins University, for providing a re-
production in color of the illustration of Baltimore’s Washington 
Monument on the front cover of William Raine’s copybook;
 Jim Burger for photographing books in the Lapides Collection;
 Mary Durio, of the University of Delaware Library, and Matthew 
Young for help with electronic imaging;
 the Walters Art Museum for providing a photograph of Dorothy 
E. Miner through the good offices of William R. Johnston;
 the late Vera Filby for providing a photograph of her husband, 
Bill Filby;
 Leigh Anne Palmer for inputting and formatting; 
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 Binnie Syril Braunstein and the late Nancy Gonce for historical 
information and essential administrative support;
 Arthur S. Cheslock, Esq., for advice;
 Clare Imholtz for editorial assistance;
 Matilde J. Farren for an intelligent reading of the book;
 April Pelt for a perspicacious reading;
 Andrea Immel, curator of the Cotsen Children’s Library, Prince-
ton University Library, and Raymond Nichols, professor emeritus 
of art, University of Delaware, for their advice;
 Leonard S. Marcus for a critical reading of the book;
 Mark Samuels Lasner for envisioning the essential nature of the 
book and capturing it in his design and for seeing the book through 
the press;
 the late Nancy Gonce for financial management; and
 the subscribers to the volume for financial support.
 Finally, we acknowledge the faithful advice and counsel of the 
successive members of the executive committee who served while 
this book was underway and especially Nancy Magnuson, under 
whose presidency the book was conceived, Joe Jensen, who kept the 
idea of a commemorative volume moving forward, and Tom Beck, 
who contributed the foreword of the book.
 Coordinating these joint efforts, all so willingly contributed, was 
for the editors a gratifying experience. Each editor cannot imagine 
another such who could have been a better coadjutor.

donald farren and august a. imholtz, jr.
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For Amusement and Instruction: 
Children’s Books in Bygone Baltimore1

linda f. lapides

“For Amusement and Instruction: Children’s Books in Bygone Bal-
timore,” a selection from the Lapides Collection exhibited at the 
George Peabody Library in Baltimore during December 2000 and 
January 2001, was not the first such display to have been mounted 
at that library. Prior to the showing of a selection from our chil-
dren’s books, just over 75 years ago, in 1928, approximately 200 tiny 
tomes, including a Boston Catechism of 1711, an assortment of min-
iature Bibles, Thomas Boreman’s lilliputian volume grandly titled 
The Gigantick History of the Famous Giants and Other Curiosities in 
Guildhall, issued in London in 1741, and many more rarities filled 
five exhibition cases in the Peabody Library. The books belonged to 
a graduate student at Johns Hopkins University whose outstand-
ing collection of juveniles ranked second only to that of the legend-
ary Philadelphia antiquarian book dealer, Dr. Abraham Simon Wolf 
Rosenbach, whose bold, record-setting bids in the auction room for 
a Gutenberg Bible, The Bay Psalm Book, and the original manu-
script of Alice in Wonderland made front-page headlines.2
 1928 must have been a banner year for old and rare juveniles as 
Dr. Rosenbach’s choice children’s books could be viewed at public li-
braries in Philadelphia and New York in that year as well. Five years 
later, in 1933, Rosenbach, the bawdy, cigar smoking, whiskey drink-
ing (a bottle a day), childless bachelor,  single-handedly legitimized 
the collecting of antique juveniles in this country with the publica-
tion of his landmark Early American Children’s Books.
 As for that 21-year-old Hopkins student, he earned both his mas-
ter’s degree and doctorate from the university and became an author-
ity on the Hawaiian tree snail. He also became an expert in the field 

1. Based on an address of the same title delivered at a meeting of the Baltimore 
Bibliophiles, January 17, 2001.
2. Edwin Wolf II and John F. Fleming, Rosenbach: A Biography (Cleveland: World Pub-
lishing, 1960), passim. For discussion of sources, see Bibliographical Essay below.
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of children’s literature, extending his skills in classifying mollusks 
to that of early American children’s books. His name, well-known to 
scholars and aficionados of such small volumes, is d’Alté Aldridge 
Welch, and his landmark bibliography of such titles printed prior 
to 1821 initially appeared in parts in the Proceedings of the Amer-
ican Antiquarian Society and, in 1972, as a separate, one-volume 
publication.
 Along with other highlights featured in his 1928 exhibit, Welch 
showed several books bearing the imprints of Baltimore publish-
ers, names that may be known to bibliophilic Baltimoreans: Samuel 
Wood, Henry Vicary, and Fielding Lucas. So, while our exhibition 
of children’s books at the Peabody Library was preceded by another, 
it seems to have been the first concentrating solely on books either 
published in Baltimore or associated in some way with Baltimore 
children.
 One might think the definition of a children’s book to be fairly 
clear-cut: a volume written, adapted, illustrated, produced, and/or 
published for children. Yet, variations exist, especially in the scope 
set by bibliographers. Rosenbach’s Early American Children’s Books, 
covering the period 1682–1836, actually a catalogue of his personal 
collection, includes school books, sermons, catechisms, and primers. 
The scope of Welch’s bibliography, more stringent, excludes all the 
aforementioned and focuses on narrative books written or abridged 
for the leisure or pleasure reading of children under the age of fif-
teen issued before 1821. As for the Lapides criteria, while we tend 
toward illustrated books of a nursery nature, in the case of Baltimore 
books, we make many exceptions.
 Unlike the history of their adult counterparts, the story of books 
published for and read by children in eighteenth- and nineteenth-
century Baltimore (and Maryland) has been chronicled only in bits 
and pieces and must be constructed from a variety of sources. It is 
hardly a surprise that these books constitute a neglected segment of 
local literary history: few survive. And of those that do, many—mu-
tilated or maimed—sport stains, restitched spines, soiled or shaved 
pages. But then, children have never been known as exemplary stew-
ards of books. And their reading matter, once outgrown, might be 
passed down to succeeding generations until read out of existence. 
In some cases, the only record proving the existence of a book comes 
from an advertisement in a newspaper, from an advertisement by 
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a publisher in another title, from a bibliography, or from a fleet-
ing reference in a book on printing history. Nor do very young chil-
dren write memoirs or keep diaries. We learn about their childhood 
reading through adult reminiscences, autobiographies, biographies, 
or correspondence, should they choose to mention it. Older chil-
dren who kept diaries or wrote letters often were constrained by the 
knowledge that other family members had access to their contents. 
 Karin Calvert writes:

Because examples of young people determined and able to speak their own 
minds are so rare, we are that much more charmed with the forthrightness 
of one Maryland girl who in 1800 carefully cross-stitched onto her sampler, 
“Patty Polk did this and she hated every stitch she did in it. She loves to read 
much more.”3

At the time, Patty Polk happened to be ten years old and a resident 
of Kent County.
 The earliest evidence of what colonial children read can be 
gleaned from the list of young masters and misses from Maryland 
who subscribed to John Newbery’s Lilliputian Magazine issued in 
London in 1752 (see Catalogue no. 2). For children’s names to make 
up an entire list of subscribers is most unusual but, in this instance, 
Newbery emulated the ingenuity of Thomas Boreman, whose 
Gigantick Histories of 1741 sported such a list. Sometimes the num-
ber of subscribers for a book could be an indication of the success of 
the publication as well as the amount of profit for the printer. But, 
despite a long list, the Lilliputian Magazine foundered.
 In 1753, the year after John Moale’s sketch showed Baltimore 
to be a town of 25 predominantly wooden houses, the Reformed 
Coetus in Philadelphia ordered German schoolbooks to be shipped 
to Frederick to meet the needs of German settlers there.
 Further proof of eighteenth-century concern for the reading of 
youth can be traced to William Rind, who with Jonas Green pub-
lished the Maryland Gazette. It regularly featured advertisements 
announcing the arrival of books from abroad, including those for 
young people. And in 1762 Rind’s proposal for the establishment of 
a circulating library ran in the paper. Part of it read:

3. Karin Calvert, Children in the House: The Material Culture of Early Childhood, 1600–
1900 (Boston: Northwestern University Press, 1991), 5.
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Among the many Obstacles to literary Acquirements which the youth of 
this Country are liable to, the Want of Books proper for their Instruction, is 
justly esteemed one of the greatest.4

 As for Baltimore-town, the earliest report of children’s books pub-
lished there can be attributed to Nicholas Hasselbach. A German 
immigrant, he had received training in the art of printing in Penn-
sylvania from a master craftsman, Christopher Saur. In 1765 he es-
tablished the first press in Baltimore. George W. McCreary, in his 
preface to a reprint of the only surviving product of Hasselbach’s 
press (John Redick-Le-Man’s A Detection Of The Conduct and Pro-
ceedings of Messrs. Annan and Henderson), offers thanks to the 
Massachusetts printer and publisher, Isaiah Thomas, for our knowl-
edge about him.5 From 1794 to 1801 Thomas operated a branch of 
his business in Baltimore under the name of Thomas, Andrews & 
Butler and, no doubt, learned of Hasselbach at that time. His ac-
count in The History of Printing in America informs us that Balti-
more’s pioneer printer “was well supplied with types, manufactured 
in Germantown, for printing both in the German and English 
languages. . . . He issued school and other small books, etc., from 
his press, in both languages.” Thomas speculates that Hasselbach 
printed a spelling book. These books mentioned by Thomas would 
have to be labeled the earliest recorded as printed for youth in the 
city, even though none survive.6
 In 1773 Joseph Rathell, a schoolmaster and tutor, set forth his 
plans to open a circulating library in Baltimore. His prospectus noted 
the advantages of such an institution: “enlarging on the happy influ-
ence which good Books have on the understanding” and 

by urging the delight and profit which our youth may reap from having op-
portunities of reading frequently, under the eye of their parents and friends, 
the best authors. 

4. Joseph Towne Wheeler, “Booksellers and Circulating Libraries in Colonial Maryland,” 
Maryland Historical Magazine 34, no. 2 (June 1949) 117–118.
5. George W. McCreary, The First Book Printed in Baltimore-Town: Nicholas Hasselbach, 
Printer: The Book Reprinted with a Sketch of Hasselbach’s Life and Work (Baltimore: Press 
of Kohn and Pollock, 1903), iv.
6. Isaiah Thomas, The History of Printing in America: With a Biography of Printers and an 
Account of Newspapers, ed. Marcus A. McCorison (New York: Weathervane, 1970), 533.
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But when a competitor, William Aikman, a bookseller in Annapo-
lis, learned of Rathell’s intentions, he assured prospective Baltimore 
patrons that a convenient system of procuring and returning books 
from and to his circulating library had already been set up in their 
city. Aikman’s intervention doomed Rathell’s plan, which never pro-
gressed beyond the proposal stage.7
 As with Hasselbach’s schoolbooks, no copies of other early ma-
terial printed in Baltimore for children before 1790—all of them re-
ligious or instructional—have survived, but their titles have. In his 
American Bibliography, Charles Evans, former assistant to the Enoch 
Pratt Free Library’s first director, Lewis Steiner, lists an edition of 
the New England Primmer printed and sold at Enoch Story’s Print-
ing Office in Gay-Street near the Old Bridge in 1775.8 I might add 
that, despite Evans’s qualifications and accomplishments, Steiner 
requested his resignation in 1888. The two strong-minded men did 
not have a smooth relationship. Lawrence Wroth, assistant librarian 
to Steiner’s successor, his eldest son, Bernard, fared better. Wroth, a 
bibliographer and historian of books printed in colonial Maryland, 
characterized Story as “a good printer with excellent equipment” 
who just could not compete against William Goddard’s domination 
of the printing market. He sold out to him in 1775, as had Hassel-
bach’s widow. Two years before, Goddard had founded Baltimore’s 
first newspaper, the Maryland Journal and Baltimore Advertiser. His 
sister, Mary Katharine Goddard, edited the paper alone for nearly a 
decade while serving as Baltimore’s first official postmistress from 
1775 to 1790 and maintained a book store as well.
 According to Evans,9 in 1780 she printed and sold at the Post 
Office Thomas Dilworth’s A New Guide to the English Tongue in 
Five Parts, a popular schoolbook devoted to spelling and grammar, 
first published in England in 1740. Early editions contained pages of 

7. Wheeler, “Booksellers and Circulating Libraries,” 117–118. Rathell’s prospectus was 
published as a broadside (Charles Evans, American Bibliography: A Chronological Dic-
tionary of All Books, Pamphlets, and Periodical Publications printed in the United States of 
America from the Genesis of Printing in 1639 Down to and Including the Year 1820: with Bib-
liographical and Biographical Notes [Chicago: Privately printed for the author, 1903–1934; 
Worcester, Mass.: American Antiquarian Society, 1955], no. 12964).
8. Evans, no. 14273.
9. Evans, no.16762.
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syllables in varying degrees of complexity. New educational theories 
being promulgated by Pestalozzi in Switzerland would recommend 
simplicity in instruction. Dilworth, however, sought to challenge 
his readers by using strange and unusual letter combinations (i. e., 
“Nebuzaradum” and “Estremadure”), believing this difficulty would 
have a positive effect on their intellectual prowess, even for the be-
ginning student.
 In 1786 William Goddard published a broadside entitled 
Thoughts of General Safety Addressed to the Youth and Others de-
scended in the Protestant Line from Pious Ancestors, especially to the 
Inhabitants of Maryland, by a Lover of his Country and a Friend to 
all. Unfortunately, the only copy, at the Pratt Library, cannot be lo-
cated, but Wroth describes it as “a long poem exhorting youth to fol-
low the ways of God,” printed in two columns.
 That these books for children and youth printed prior to 1790 in 
Baltimore deal with religion and instruction should not be a sur-
prise. Religion played a central role in the lives of the inhabitants. A 
very large proportion of the population attended church. New con-
gregations sprouted rapidly. In order to be properly devout, children 
needed to be taught to read the Catechism, Psalter, and Bible. Text-
books, being a necessity, had a greater and more assured sale than 
poetry or novels and posed less financial risk for the printer.
 Nor should it be a surprise that the record of books printed in 
Baltimore for children and youth is a meager one. The town’s small 
population could not have supported a large number of publishers. 
Printing materials, such as rags needed to make paper, remained in 
short supply. The majority of books could be procured from Eng-
land more easily and profitably—early on in exchange for tobacco. 
Then, too, Annapolis, founded in 1692, the seat of government, the 
social and literary center of Maryland, and home to the leading fam-
ilies, had the head start as well as a printer as early as 1726, three 
years prior to Baltimore’s founding.
 Not until after the Revolution did the commercial and cultural 
scene shift to Baltimore. By 1790, the town boasted 2 theaters, 3 
markets, 6 newspapers, 3,000 houses, a harbor from which vessels 
sailed to London, Lisbon, the Canary Islands, etc., and a popula-
tion of 13,500. According to Robert Brugger, Baltimore, fourth in 
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population at the time, after Philadelphia, New York, and Boston, 
“became the fastest growing city in the country.”10

 Narrative books for Baltimore’s youngest citizens made an appear-
ance during the last decade of the eighteenth century. The 1791 edi-
tion of the earliest one identified, owned by the Maryland Historical 
Society, seems to be unique. By narrative, I refer to those titles d’Alté 
Welch considers to be recreational reading for youth under the age 
of fifteen and that he includes in his bibliography. If you think oth-
erwise after hearing the title, simply reflect on the priorities of the 
period. The book is A Short Account Of The Unhappy Death of A 
Profligate Youth, That, By Bad Company, learned to Deny, In Heart 
And Life, The Savior Of The World. It was printed by David Gra-
ham in Calvert-Street for John Hagerty, Water-Street, and begins 
with an address to the reader, offering the rationale for its publica-
tion:

The world is frequently informed of the death of righteous persons, as a 
stimulus to virtue and religion. It is judged that the following relation may 
have a tendency to prevent the thoughtless, living in the vanity of licentious-
ness and vice, and moving them to a timely repentance and reformation, 
while it inspires the truly godly with humility and thankfulness.

Two sample paragraphs from the text offer the flavor of the book: 
The profligate youth speaks:

O! ye my wretched companions in sin, how may I curse the fatal day when 
first you taught me to deny the Savior of the world. . . . O! ye incendiaries of 
hell, it is you and your damnable principles, who have brought me to this 
awful end, and now leave me in confusion and despair.

His aged father stands by his side overwhelmed in grief and sorrow and 
with all the tenderness and affection of a parent, bewails his unhappy off-
spring. Oh, says he, how much was I afraid of this unhappy hour! How often 
have I reproved thee for thy licentiousness and profanity! O! had I died the 
day before I gave thee birth.

 Books of the period did not mince words about death nor shield 
youngsters from it. Children knew they risked death any time. Most 
importantly, the stories stressed the need to serve the Lord in order 
to achieve salvation. Indeed, as the publisher of The Unhappy Death 

10. Robert J. Brugger, Maryland: A Middle Temperament, 1634–1980 (Baltimore: Johns 
Hopkins University Press in association with the Maryland Historical Society, 1988), 
132.
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of A Profligate Youth pointed out, most books emphasized the lives 
of the virtuous. Consider the Pious Life and Happy Death of Mat-
ilda Copes: Who Died in Baltimore, March 16, 1825 Aged thirteen 
years (Baltimore: Published by Armstrong & Plaskitt, Wm. Wooddy, 
Printer, 1826). The text is taken from the “Report of the Superinten-
dent of Asbury Sabbath School No. 6 Situated in Sharp street (near 
the Wesleyan Chapel).”
 In contrast to the despairing youth, as Matilda

descended the stream of time, her prospect of future happiness and glory, ap-
peared to grow brighter and brighter. She found she had not been following 
“cunningly devised fables,” but that the religion she had professed had been 
“the power of God unto salvation” to her soul. Her end now evidently drew 
near. Her language was, “Come Jesus, O! come; I want to go.” He came to 
her relief, and reclining her head upon his bosom, “she breathed her life out 
sweetly there,” uttering as her spirit took its flight, “glory! glory! glory!”

 Books of morality and religion held sway throughout the first 
half of the nineteenth century and the American Sunday School 
Union of Philadelphia reigned as the largest publisher of books for 
the young.
 But children in eighteenth-century Baltimore soon had other read-
ing options. In 1794 the London publishers whose books were im-
ported into Baltimore began to receive some competition from local 
presses. George Keatinge, a bookseller recently arrived in Baltimore 
from Dublin, wrote Mathew Carey, a colleague in Philadelphia, 
that he had “at press here a small edition (for children) of Robinson 
Crusoe” adorned with cuts. An advertisement in Edward’s Daily 
Advertiser for April 2, 1794, announced its publication. John Fisher 
followed suit, selling his edition of The Life And Adventures Of Rob-
inson Crusoe Written by Himself in the same year. Fisher, a stationer 
in Market-Street, had another title printed to sell: The Famous His-
tory Of Whittington And His Cat. Shewing, How from a poor Coun-
try Boy, destitute of Parents obtained great Riches, and was promoted 
to the high dignity of Lord Mayor of London. Embellished With Cuts. 
Fisher’s version ends with a reflection:

This story of Whittington and his Cat and all the misfortunes which hap-
pened to that poor boy, may be considered as a cure for despair, as it teaches 
us that God Almighty has always something good in store for those who en-
dure the ills that befall them, with patience and resignation.
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 Each of Fisher’s small, paper-covered chapbooks is known by only 
one copy. Since the stationer indicates that he holds “a variety of 
pretty books for Children” at his Market Street address, one cannot 
help wondering how many other titles he or others had printed for 
which no record or copy exists. How tantalizing, for example, to read 
of The Baltimore Primer, Part First or a First Book For Children in 2 
parts, ornamented with 12 cuts in an advertisement in the March 26, 
1795, issue of the Baltimore Telegraphe that announced new publica-
tions printed in Baltimore for Keatinge’s Book-store. Was its content 
specifically geared to Baltimore and its youngest or was it simply 
called The Baltimore Primer because it was printed and sold here? 
We will never know unless a copy, heretofore unlocated, comes to 
light.
 We do know that in 1795 Samuel Sower (German: Saur) issued 
the first German children’s books still extant that were printed in 
Baltimore, an ABC in both Lutheran and Reformed editions. He 
had a distinguished ancestry, being a member of the Pennsylva-
nia family famed in printing history founded by Christopher Saur 
whose son taught Nicholas Hasselbach his trade.
 Besides buying books, Baltimoreans could borrow them for a fee 
by belonging to a circulating library. At least three existed by 1790. 
While their catalogues had no separate category for juvenile titles, 
some children’s books could be found under such headings as “Voy-
ages & Travels,” “Novels,” and “Romances & Tales.” A copy of Mrs. 
Sarah Trimmer’s Fabulous Histories, Designed for the Amusement 
and Instruction of Young People, printed for Keatinge’s book-store, 
possibly by Samuel Sower, in 1795, bears the bookplate of the Li-
brary Company of Baltimore formed in that year. Six decades later 
the Company’s 11,000 volumes were transferred to the Maryland 
Historical Society, where the book resides today.
 Children participated in the expansion of Baltimore’s publishing 
industry and not only as readers. In addition to emulating English 
methods of education and importing English books, the publish-
ing industry copied the European system of apprenticeship. This 
applied generally to boys in lower economic classes whose parents 
could not provide for them and to those who had no prospects for a 
livelihood other than learning a trade. In exchange for the services 
of a son, parents “received an indenture from his master” who often 
took on the responsibility for the child’s education. It detailed the 
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conditions of the apprenticeship which Rollo Silver, a former librar-
ian at the Peabody, labeled as “the enslavement of young boys of the 
poorer classes.” They left home at an early age, put in long hours, 
and worked under strict controls at the beck and call of their mas-
ters.11 On January 1, 1794, George Keatinge advertised the opening 
of his business and that “an apprentice or two [was] wanted, lads of 
12 or 13 years old.”12 Between 1794 and 1799 nine indentures were 
recorded for printers in Baltimore. They indicate that one boy en-
tered his apprenticeship at 12, another at 13, three at 14, one at 16, 
one at 17, and one at 18.13

 At this time, the roles of the author, printer, publisher, and book-
seller overlapped. They evolved and became more clearly defined as 
changes and advances in the printing industry took place.
 A copy of Ambrose And Eleanor, Or The Adventures of Two Chil-
dren Deserted On an Uninhabited Island, translated from the French, 
appeared in A Catalogue of the Baltimore Circulating Library; Kept 
By William Munday, No. 63 N. Howard Street in 1807. It had been 
published in Baltimore in 1798 by the firm of Warner & Hanna for 
Isaiah Thomas, the renowned Massachusetts printer and printing 
historian, whose branch from 1794 to 1801 in Baltimore sold the 
leather-bound book for six shillings sixpence. The title must have 
proven popular because another edition published by Warner & 
Hanna for Isaiah Thomas appeared in 1799.
 We purchased our copy of the 1799 edition of Ambrose And 
Eleanor (Catalogue no. 12) eons ago from the Centre Book Store, 
located at the time, on the Centre Street side of the St. James Hotel. 
Westminster House, the residence for senior citizens, replaced the 
wonderfully distinctive, turreted old building that had stood a block 
below the Washington Monument, seemingly for an eternity. Even-
tually, the proprietor of the Centre Book Store, Milton Altshul, 
took over the building that had been Smith’s Bookstore on Howard 
Street. Despite the change of address, its name remained the Centre 

11. Rollo G. Silver, The American Printer, 1787–1825 (Charlottesville: Bibliographical Soci-
ety of the University of Virginia, 1967), 1.
12. A. Rachel Minick, History of Printing in Maryland, 1791–1800: With a Bibliography of 
Works Printed in the State during the Period (Baltimore: Enoch Pratt Free Library, 1949), 
120.
13. Silver, American Printer, 1, 2.
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Bookstore. I could easily rationalize any purchase made there. In 
fact, as a lover of books, I considered it a duty to rescue worn books 
from Mr. Altshul’s hands. Otherwise, with the best of intentions, 
he would repair damaged books with cardboard, glue, and utilitar-
ian brown paper tape, to their detriment. Nothing I could say would 
dissuade him from this mission. No doubt, even today you might see 
evidence of his handiwork in the bookshops of Baltimore, his most 
obvious “signature” being a title hand-printed in blue ballpoint pen 
on the brown paper tape spines of his beloved repaired books.
 Our copy of Ambrose and Eleanor, in a worn leather binding 
with 215 pages of unadorned text, shows ample signs of having 
been enjoyed. I wish I knew by whom. Unfortunately, only a hint 
of the spidery handwriting of the original giver or owner remains, 
the portions of the pages bearing their names deliberately and care-
lessly torn out. On its front pastedown, however, one does find the 
penciled inscription of a later owner: “Thomas C. Worthington, Jr. 
Wood Lawn Baltimore County MD July 30, 1868.”
 Warner and Hanna, publishers of the 1798 and 1799 editions of 
Ambrose and Eleanor, provide a bridge over which we can cross into 
the nineteenth century. Active from 1798 to 1810, they are the only 
local firm producing juveniles that spanned the centuries. During 
that time they issued more children’s books than any other pub-
lisher in Baltimore, including such titles as Amusement For Good 
Children, of 1806 (Catalogue no. 9) and a Psalter . . . For Children, of 
1808 (Catalogue no. 6).
 It has been asserted14 that a restless nature turned the Marylander 
Mason Locke Weems (1759–1825), better known as Parson Weems, 
from medicine to the ministry to book peddling. As an agent for 
the Philadelphia bookseller, Mathew Carey, as well as for his own 
pamphlets and books, he sold religious and moral literature and 
children’s books in the southern states with a missionary zeal. In 
this way, he still served the Lord. In 1806, the completely rewritten 
fifth edition of his Life Of Washington The Great. Enriched With A 
Number Of Very Curious Anecdotes appeared. Paul Leicester Ford re-
corded that on page nine Weems relates “for the first time, the story 
of the little hatchet and cherry tree” and commented: “Washington 

14. Lawrence C. Wroth, Parson Weems: A Biographical and Critical Study (Baltimore: 
Eichelberger, 1911), 49.
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and his ‘little hatchet’ were joined together by an episcopal clergy-
man, and though many a learned historian has since sat in judg-
ment upon the union, the jury of public opinion has steadily refused 
to bring in a decree of divorce.”15 In 1912 Sydney G. Fisher termed 
Weems “a myth-maker of the highest rank and skill and the great-
est practical success,” noting that “he has been read a hundred times 
more than all the other historians and biographers of the Revolution 
put together.”16 Indeed, Lincoln borrowed a copy of the book as a boy 
but hid it in a place where the rain ruined it. He worked hard to re-
pay its owner for the damage it sustained.17 Weems pressed Carey 
to bind and sell the Life of Washington as a school book, adding: 
“Wou’d God I could have some to take with me down thro Mary-
land, etc.”18 The hatchet and cherry tree legend has been reprinted 
separately in reading books such as Lyman Cobb’s Juvenile Reader, 
No 2; Containing Interesting, Moral and Instructive Reading Lessons 
. . . Designed For The Use Of Small Children, printed and published 
in Baltimore by Joseph Jewett in 1831. An inscription written in an 
elegant hand in sepia ink on a front flyleaf of our copy is evidence 
that its owner valued it: “Do not steal this book for fear of shame for 
here below lies the owners Name Miss Nancy Funk Marsh-Rune.”
 Weems knew his customers well, and as father of a large family 
he knew children well. On February 15, 1816, he wrote Mathew 
Carey from Baltimore:

Dr. Sir— . . . There are two things on which I wish most seriously to talk with 
you. 1st the engravgs. Historical Engravings are excellently calculated for 
the Good of Children. They excite a vehement desire to read the passage il-
lustrated by the picture. And by doing this from picture to picture, and with 
that lively interest which accompanies Juvenile curiosity, young People are 
apt to acquire both a knowledge and veneration for the Holy Scriptures that 
may do Immortal Service. But this cannot be said of the little maps that are 
strewn with so liberal a hand throughout the large Bibles. I wd therefore 
most earnestly advise you to drop all the maps but that of Palestine & the 

15. Paul Leicester Ford, Mason Locke Weems: His Works and Ways, ed. Emily Ellsworth 
Ford Skeel (New York: s. n., 1929), 1:25, 27.
16. Ford, 1:10 n8.
17. Wroth, Parson Weems, 68.
18. Ford, 1:12 n3.
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neighboring Countries—& the travels of the Apostles. You wd do so much 
more good to the Rising Generation.19

Weems was right. Illustrations in children’s books added immea-
surably to their appeal and clarity. Through them one can observe 
the results of the entire range of processes used in their reproduc-
tion: woodcuts, wood-engravings, copper or type-metal engravings, 
lithography, and chromolithography. Their texts, too, reflect the 
changes brought about by the introduction of such innovations as 
the steam press, stereotyping, and electrotyping.
 William Charles, a Scotch caricaturist came to New York in haste 
in 1801 after his depictions of some Edinburgh clergymen put him 
in disfavor. By 1809, he had moved to Philadelphia, where he pub-
lished a group of delightful small, square children’s books, beauti-
fully engraved. To be sure, these replicated English titles. At first, the 
illustrations were plain. But by 1814 Charles brightened them with 
color, charging one price for those in the plain state and a higher 
amount for copies in color. We own a group issued by Charles and 
his successors with such titles as Paul Pry’s Puppet Show and The 
History and Adventures of Little William, acquired about twenty-
five years ago. All carry the initials “RNM” on their covers. Penciled 
inside The Elm of Kensington, dated 1824 and with the imprint of 
Morgan and Yeager (who used the Charles plates), can be found the 
inscription: “Robert N Moale Jr. presented by his dear little Daddy.” 
I wanted to learn more about this child, a descendent of the Moale 
family, prominent in the city’s history, whose father had chosen 
such charming books for him. Alas, I discovered that on November 
24, 1831, Robert North Moale, eldest son of a father with the same 
name, died suddenly, age seven years and three days. Family mem-
bers treasured his books for over a century. Today they are still cher-
ished.
 Where Moale had purchased the books is not known, but neigh-
boring cities could furnish books speedily if not available locally. 
Of course, many could be obtained from publishers such as Samuel 
Jefferis, who in 1811 promoted his business in his publication of the 
fourth edition of J. Burton’s Lectures on Female Education And Man-
ners . . . written for the moral improvement of the rising generation, 

19. Ford, 3:155.
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printed by B. Edes. An advertisement at the end of the book advises 
“Country Merchants and Others” that “By Applying to Samuel Jef-
feris, Sign of The Bible, No. 212 Market-street, Baltimore” they 

Will Always find an Extensive Assortment of The Following Stationery 
Articles, viz.: Almanacs . . . Alphabets . . . Copy and Cyphering Books, Sand 
Boxes, Spectacles to suit any age; Slates, Slate Pencils, Blotting Paper, etc. 
with a complete assortment of Chap and Toy Books for children, and a gen-
eral assortment of Religious, Misc. & School Books, also a great variety of 
Family, School and Pocket Bibles.

As for Mr. Burton, he strongly promoted reading for young ladies, 
but believed:

the advantages of reading can only be derived from a proper choice of books. 
. . . Novels are the last books that should be read. . . . You should read books of 
divinity, morality, history and philosophy.

 After Samuel Jefferis died on February 7, 1818, at the age of 33, 
the executors of his estate, William and Isaac Tyson, lost no time in 
offering for sale his stock in trade “at his late stand in Market street 
near Gadsby’s,” adding, “it is probable the purchaser of the stock can 
have the situation (which is believed to be equal to any in the City) 
on favorable terms.” By April 18, 1818, his successors at 212 Mar-
ket street, Samuel S. Wood & Company, a branch of the New York 
firm of Samuel Wood & Sons, already had placed an advertisement 
in the American & Commercial Daily Advertiser for the Edinburgh 
Encyclopedia, No. XX, which had just arrived. The founder of the 
firm, Samuel Wood, from Long Island, turned to book publishing 
and bookselling after the age of forty, when he could no longer sup-
port his family of thirteen children on a schoolmaster’s salary. Thus, 
in 1804, he moved to Pearl Street in New York City and opened a 
secondhand bookshop, where he also sold stationery and, for a time, 
dry goods. Dissatisfied with the state of juvenile books and their 
availability, he set up a printing press in the rear of his shop and 
published his own, many of which he wrote. Whatever he issued, 
whether fables, stories, poetry, or readers, all emphasized morality 
and religion. Wood carried many of his small books in his pockets 
and often handed them out gratis to youngsters. Never before had 
Baltimore children been offered such an array of titles by one firm. 
While other companies issued or sold children’s books, Wood made 
them a specialty and published them consistently. Dr. Alexander 
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Anderson, the father of American wood engraving, provided illustra-
tions for almost all of them. His handsome cuts enlivened the pages 
of Nancy Sproat’s The Good Girl’s Soliloquy; Containing Her Par-
ents’ Instructions, Relative To Her Disposition And Manners (Cata-
logue no. 25), a book that fitted well with Wood’s moral agenda.
 The good girl says, at various places in the book:

I must not slap, nor pinch, nor bite, 
Nor do a single thing in spite; 
Nor whistle, shout, nor jump like boys, 
To vex the family with noise.

I must not sit in others’ places, 
Nor sneeze, nor cough in people’s faces; 
Nor with my fingers pick my nose, 
Nor wipe my hands upon my clothes.

And every night I must reflect, 
if I’ve been guilty of neglect 
Of any practice recommended, 
And for my benefit intended. 
And if I find I am to blame, 
I must acknowledge it with shame, 
And to my heavenly Father pray, 
To make me better every day, 
Till I am fit to dwell on high, 
Where faithful children never die.

One would believe Wood’s operation in Baltimore to have been a 
success because so many of his titles carry a joint New York and 
Baltimore imprint, but the branch closed without fanfare in 1825 
or 1826.
 During this period, the concerns of the Directors of the Library 
Company of Baltimore for the wholesome, moral reading of youth 
matched those of Wood for children. According to a study by Stuart 
Sherman, the Directors were worried about “the harmful effects of 
reading light novels and cheap romances by the youth of Baltimore.” 
They conceded that it would be impossible to repress such reading 
and therefore recommended that “the taste for such productions be 
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controlled and directed to some useful purpose and by the choice of 
the best performances in this walk of literature.”20

 Perhaps this report gave impetus to the decision of the Mary-
land Sunday School Union to establish a Depository in 1829 to aid 
“Sunday Schools in the city, states, etc., in obtaining suitable books.” 
By 1835 the Union was distributing a Catalogue of Books Belonging 
To The Juvenile Circulating Library offering such titles as Parley’s 
Juvenile Tales, Pious Indian Women, and The Child’s Book of the 
Soul.21

 Other publishers, such as Henry Vicary, carried on the local mar-
ket in children’s books. Vicary’s version of Little Red Riding-Hood 
(see Catalogue no. 41), after the wolf devours her, ends in this man-
ner:

The total disappearance of Little Red Riding-Hood, created great alarm in 
the village; and many turned out to search for her; at last, Sally Jones ven-
tured into the house, found the clothes of Little Red Riding-Hood, torn and 
dispersed all about the floor, and the wolf fast asleep. She picked up some 
of the things of Little Red Riding Hood; among the rest, the red cloak. She 
made the best of her way out, taking care to pull the door shut after her. 
When Sally told what she had seen, and showed the torn garments, one by 
one, the alarm bell was rung and the villagers were all in a rage. Says the 
bell-man, “I’ll alarm him.” “And I,” says Betty Washwoman, “I’ll wring him.” 
“We’ll hem him” says the young ladies. “And I,” says the surgeon, “I’ll cut 
him up.” Says the mason, “I’ll stone him;” the tinman, “I’ll hammer him;” 
the carpenter, “I’ll nail him;” and the cobbler, “I’ll make an end of him.” So 
they all set off to the attack. . . .Mrs. Gossip then set fire to a parcel of straw to 
smoke him out; [the wolf] soon began to cry for mercy. Yes, you deserve just 
as much as you gave to Little Red Riding-Hood and her grandmother. Upon 
this Jack Brown, the sailor, threw a bunch of crackers into the fire, which 
blew up, and forced him out of the chimney top; he rolled down the roof as 
dead as a door nail.

 Then, too, the firms of Edward Coale and Cushing & Jewett pub-
lished juveniles, but none matched the output or artistry of Fielding 
Lucas’s publications. This native of Fredericksburg, Virginia, who 
spent his formative years in Philadelphia, established his career 
in Baltimore in 1807 as a partner in Conrad, Lucas & Company. 

20. Stuart C. Sherman, “The Library Company of Baltimore, 1795–1854.” Maryland His-
torical Society Magazine 39, no. 1 (March 1944): 22.
21. The Maryland Historical Society holds a copy of the Catalogue, which states (on the 
page facing the title page) that “the Depository was established in 1829.”
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The firm dissolved in 1810 when Lucas bought out the stock of 
the company and then conducted the firm on his own. Well known 
for his great civic contributions, Lucas also has been heralded as a 
major publisher of Catholic titles, distinguished mapmaker, and, 
along with John H. B. Latrobe, producer of the three-part Progressive 
Drawing Book (1827–1828). In addition, he issued school books and 
children’s books, the majority of the latter with English antecedents. 
Most notably, he replicated those issued by John Harris, Newbery’s 
successor, in his “Cabinet of Amusement and Instruction”—titles 
such as Cock Robin, The Monkey’s Frolic, The Apple Pie, and Dame 
Dearlove’s Ditties—and advertised them as “handsomely engraved 
and beautifully colored – price 37 ½ cents single or $2.70 per dozen.” 
Marjorie Moon, Harris’s bibliographer, reports that not everyone 
in England had been pleased with these nursery novelties, long on 
amusement and very short on instruction. An anonymous critic writ-
ing in a London magazine in 1820 “uses such phrases as ‘degrading 
trash’ and ‘pestiferous trash’ to reprobate the nursery books now in 
vogue.”22 Lucas’s versions have been most acclaimed. No less an au-
thority than d’Alté Welch pronounced his Death and Burial of Cock 
Robin to be “an exquisite piece of work.”23

 In America, in the 1820s, voices began to be raised against the use 
of books of a foreign origin. William Cardell, author of the popular 
Jack Halyard and one of the most vociferous objectors, urged that 
they not “be made, among our children, the main standard of feel-
ing and thought” as many are “modeled on a condition of life and 
on prevailing sentiments . . . materially varying from those which 
American children should be taught to cherish.”
 Lucas, however, also issued books of a distinctly American charac-
ter, such as The Juvenile National Calendar (Catalogue no. 38) and 
The Pilgrims (Catalogue no. 39). Who was their author and illustra-
tor? He was a young man of twenty-two who went on to distinguish 

22. Marjorie Moon, John Harris’s Books for Youth, 1801–1843: Being a Check-List of Books 
for Children and Young People Published for Their Amusement and Instruction by John Har-
ris and His Son, Successors to Elizabeth Newbery; including a List of Games and Teaching 
Toys (Cambridge, UK: Printed for the compiler in association with Five Owls Press Lim-
ited, 1976), 153.
23. Mary Irene Copinger, “What Children Read a Century Ago: Welch Exhibit at Pea-
body Library Includes Baltimore Specimens,” Baltimore Sunday Sun Magazine, March 
4, 1928, 18.
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himself in the arts, law, literature, engineering, and public service—
John Hazlehurst Boneval Latrobe (1803–1891). Counsel for the Bal-
timore and Ohio Railroad from its incorporation in 1827 until his 
death, today Latrobe is mostly remembered for the stove he invented 
that bears his name, rather than for his other significant contribu-
tions including children’s books.
 Upon the death of his father, the famed architect, Benjamin 
Henry Latrobe (1764–1820), John left West Point in his final year 
to return to Baltimore and take up the law. He recalled:

One of the first things to be thought of was how best to eke out the very 
scanty means at my dear mother’s command, and I tried very hard at lit-
erature in a small way. I had made the acquaintance of Fielding Lucas and 
William Gwynn, the former the leading bookseller in Baltimore and the lat-
ter a lawyer of great experience and the editor of the “Federal Gazette.” Of all 
the friends of my life none were truer than these. . . .
  Mr. Lucas wanted to help me and I wrote a good deal for him that was paid 
for in law books which otherwise I would have had great difficulty in pro-
curing. For Mr. Lucas I both wrote and drew. I revised Jack the Giant Killer, 
wrote in rhyme and illustrated the Juvenile National Calendar. . . . Cinder-
ella did not escape me in those days, and the boys and girls of Baltimore, now 
elderly people [he was writing about 1875], may some of them, perhaps, re-
member the small, octavo, sixteen paged books, on each page of which was a 
gaudily colored print, explained by eight lines of doggerel below it.

Yet, Latrobe goes on to dismiss his efforts by saying: “But I aimed 
higher than this department of literature.”24

 If he only knew how important and admired his creative endeav-
ors are today. Indeed, James W. Foster, former director of the Mary-
land Historical Society proclaimed the Juvenile National Calendar 
to be “a prize piece of Americana.”25 Here is its opening stanza:

Come all my young pupils stand round in a ring, 
And listen to me while I merrily sing. 
I will tell you of those who enjoy the command, 
Which is held o’er us all, for the good of the land; 
Of the President, Cabinet, Congressmen too, 
I mean to describe and to bring into view: 

24. John E. Semmes, John H.B. Latrobe and His Times, 1803–1891 (Baltimore: Norman 
Remington, 1917), 102, 103.
25. James W. Foster, “Fielding Lucas, Jr., Early 19th Century Publisher of Fine Books and 
Maps,” Proceedings of the American Antiquarian Society 65 (October 1955): 203.
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Who by learning and virtue their honour did get 
So that you, if you’re good, may be President yet.

In describing the President, Latrobe touches on an issue a child 
would easily understand, one relevant not only to children but to 
adults today.

Of the president next you will hear me declare, 
That altho’ neither silver nor gold does he wear; 
And like you may be punished if e’er he acts wrong 
Yet to him does much power and importance belong.

However, his last page of the Juvenile National Calendar is not de-
voted to a member of the government, not even to an American:

Thus far have I sung of our Country and laws; 
But still there’s another who claims your applause, . . . 
His name? you shall hear it, and never forget 
The friend of America, brave la fayette .

In October of 1824, at the invitation of President Monroe, Lafay-
ette had returned to America and to a hero’s triumphant welcome 
in Baltimore. Lucas had been a member of the committee which 
planned the celebration honoring him, said to be “the greatest civic 
splurge of all time.”26

 We had long sought a copy of the Juvenile National Calendar for 
our collection. Some years ago, on my birthday, I received a thick 
envelope in the mail. The words “Do Not Bend” were emblazoned 
on the front. Inside was an accordion folded birthday card from my 
husband’s secretary. Nestled comfortably between the folds were 
two books and a message. “Happy, Happy birthday. I got up to the 
outlet stores in Reading, Pennsylvania, last fall and stumbled upon 
these. I hope they fit into your collection somewhere.” One, Rhymes 
Without Reason, published in New York in the 1860s by Hurd & 
Houghton, contained comical verses and illustrations. But it was the 
other that caused my eyes to widen in disbelief—the elusive Juvenile 
National Calendar right in front of me, a copy bearing an inscrip-
tion on the verso of its title page dated October 19, 1826, to “William 
McAdams. Presented by his father as a testimony of love and appro-
bation of his progress in learning.”

26. Wilber H. Hunter, La Fayette in Baltimore: The 150th Anniversary of His Visit to 
Baltimore in 1824, October 10 through December 16, 1974 (Baltimore: s. n., 1974), [2].
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 Once my initial excitement subsided I was apoplectic at the 
thought that this incredibly rare juvenile had been simply slipped 
in a birthday card and sent through the mail uninsured and un-
protected. Then I learned what really happened: my husband pur-
chased the book from a dealer and had his secretary send the card 
through the mail lightly sealed; Jack rushed home at lunch while I 
was at work, opened the envelope, inserted the books, and resealed 
it with tape. What a welcome and unforgettable birthday gift!
 With Lucas, children’s books in Baltimore erupted in color, some-
thing novel at the time, although not to us who take colorful illus-
trations for granted. Other publishers, the occupants of 132 Market 
Street—respectively John Horton, Bayly & Burns, and William 
Raine—carried on with this “new” decorative feature. In 1835 or 
1836, John Horton issued The Picture Gallery of Beasts No. 2 in his 
“Child’s Library.” (A companion book, The Picture Gallery of Birds 
is Catalogue no. 50.) On the rear cover of a copy in the Maryland 
Historical Society, which had been “presented to [Jerome Washing-
ton Winters] by his Sabbath School teacher for his good behavior,” 
Horton sings the praises of his series which:

Will be composed of the most popular juvenile works of the present day; and 
no pains or expense will be spared to render them equal in every respect to 
the best English editions. The series will be comprised in about fifty differ-
ent kinds and what is very important, the reading will be printed instead of 
being engraved.

 More technological changes came with Horton’s successors at 
the Market Street address. Between 1837 and 1839, both Bayly and 
Burns and William Raine advertised books “embellished with en-
gravings and colored by machine.”
 Despite their contributions to the children’s publishing scene, 
these gentlemen and many others of their profession are often 
only noted by a listing in a Baltimore city directory. The records 
of their firms have a lower survival rate than their books. None ex-
ist. Therefore, when I located a long obituary for William Raine in 
the Baltimore Morning Herald of January 17, 1879, and an account 
of his funeral in the Baltimore Sun of January 20, I thought, at last, 
I would uncover information about his children’s books, especially 
those “coloured by W. Raine’s newly invented Machine.” But the one 
thousand-plus people who gathered at his service, including Mayor 
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Latrobe, paid him tribute not for his juveniles but because he had 
the distinction of being “the oldest German journalist in the United 
States, a prominent member of German fraternal organizations, and 
father of Colonel Frederick Raine (proprietor of the German Corre-
spondent).” According to the obituary, “In 1830 Mr. Raine came to 
Baltimore, and engaged in the bookbinding and bookselling busi-
ness, publishing also pictorial books.” That was all. Even when the 
most active publishers of children’s books are remembered, it is for 
other achievements. In some small way, we hope the exhibition of 
our books during 2000-2001 at the Peabody Library and the present 
publication provide William Raine and his fellow publishers some 
long overdue recognition. 27

 Through these little books for Baltimore’s youngest citizens, 
many mere ephemeral scraps, much can be learned:
 We can observe the paper on which they are printed change from 
rag to wood pulp and, in the case of the two Fisher firms, Fisher 
& Brother and Fisher & Denison, back to fabric. (For Fisher & 
Denison’s Indestructible Pleasure Books see Catalogue no. 85.)
 We can observe how their illustrations change from crude wood-
cuts to copperplate engravings to chromolithographs.
 We can observe how much value owners placed on their books 
through inscriptions.
 We can observe in the Catalogue section “Learning and Its Re-
wards” (nos. 66–81) how students and parents took pride in such 
positive recognition as rewards of merit. In Happy Days, H. L. 
Mencken writes of receiving his first reward of merit on June 28, 
1888, at the age of eight: “a copy of Grimms’ Fairy Tales horribly 
translated by a lady of the name of Mrs. H. B. Paull. I got it, as the in-
scription notifies, ‘for industry and good deportment.’ I have it still 
and would not part with it for gold and frankincense.”28

 We can observe in the Catalogue section “With the Compliments 
Of” (nos. 102–122) how merchants distributed gift books gratis in 
an effort to turn good will into economic gain.

27. William Raine’s copybook illustrating Baltimore’s Washington Monument on the 
front cover is Catalogue no. 61, and that illustration appears as the frontispiece of the pres-
ent publication.
28. H. L. Mencken, Happy Days, 1880-1892 (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1940), 30.
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 We can observe through the books attitudes toward almost any 
subject: the education of children, temperance, etiquette, women, 
manners, minorities, morality, foreigners, what constitutes accept-
able entertainments, proper activities for girls and for boys, etc.
 But, most importantly, it is through the reading of three leading 
Baltimoreans (see Catalogue nos. 123–132) that we can observe the 
power of books, their impact and influence on the young, even titles 
seemingly insignificant. “My first recollection of beautiful letters 
has to do with the Story of Simple Simon published in full color by 
the old firm of McLoughlin Brothers [cf. Catalogue no. 129],” wrote 
H. L. Mencken who vividly recalled his mother reading:

Simple Simon went a-fishing 
For to catch a whale;
All the water he had got 
Was in his mother’s pail.

Mencken continued:
At seven—or more likely it was only five—this seemed to me to be a perfect 
comic situation. Indeed, I sometimes suspect that my lifelong view of the 
American yokel was generated by poor Simon, though he was, I believe, a 
British subject. I still know half of his saga by heart [Mencken wrote this ac-
count at age 65] and the rest comes back by merely glancing at it.29

 Of Excursion to the Orkney Islands, one of Jacob Abbott’s Florence 
Stories (cf. Catalogue no. 131), he averred (in a note that he inserted 
in a copy of the volume he acquired years later30):

This is the first book of travel that I ever read. I borrowed it in 1888 or 
1889 from the library of the Sunday-school of the Second English Lutheran 
Church in Lombard Street, Baltimore, and it made a powerful impression 
on me. Years later it still stuck in my memory, and I made various attempts 
to get hold of a copy.

He succeeded in 1941, adding “I did not see the Orkney Islands my-
self until 1917.”
 Books have the power to totally change the life of a young per-
son. They did for Frederick Douglass. In his remarkable autobiog-
raphy (see Catalogue no. 125), the eloquent abolitionist asserts that 
from the moment he heard Master Auld upbraid his wife for teach-

29. H. L. Mencken, “Early Days,: Borzoi Battledore, May 1945, 1–2.
30. Now in the Mencken Room of the Enoch Pratt Free Library.
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ing him the alphabet by telling her, “If he learns to read the Bible 
it will forever unfit him to be a slave,” he “understood the direct 
pathway from slavery to freedom.” Two books aided him: Webster’s 
Elementary Spelling Book (see Catalogue no. 126) and Bingham’s 
Columbian Orator (see Catalogue no. 127). In the latter, he took sat-
isfaction in the dialogue of a master and his recaptured slave dur-
ing which the master is “vanquished at every turn.” “Appreciating 
that fact,” the owner generously and meekly emancipates the slave. 
Douglass wrote that it “affected me most powerfully.” He also read 
over and over again “Lord Chatham’s speech on the American War, 
and speeches by the great William Pitt. . . . From the speeches of 
Sheridan [he adds] I got a bold and powerful denunciation of oppres-
sion and a most brilliant vindication of the rights of man. . . . [The 
Columbian Orator] was indeed a noble acquisition.” These books 
not only transformed Douglass’s life, but through him, the lives of 
countless others.31

 For three decades the Enoch Pratt Free Library conducted sur-
veys to determine the top recreational reading choices of teenagers 
in the city’s public, private, and parochial schools. Simultaneously, 
prominent local citizens were asked to recall what they read as young 
adults. Richard Franco Goldman, then President of the Peabody 
Institute, responded with a list of ten books and these words:

It was rather hard to select ten . . . but . . . all of these books enchanted me 
when I was in my teens and were . . . of very great influence on me in every 
way. Needless to say, I still . . . love them all; one hardly forgets what im-
presses one in those years.32

Everything about the books in this exhibition interests my husband 
and me, their content, illustrations, physical appearance, publish-
ers, even their inscriptions, but we know that what is most impor-
tant about them is the role they played in shaping the lives of those 
who read them.

31. Frederick Douglass, Life and Times of Frederick Douglass, Written by Himself: His 
Early Life as a Slave, His Escape from Bondage, and His Complete History to the Present 
Time (Hartford: Park, 1881), 70, 71, 76, and 77.
32. Unassigned Reading: Teen-Age Testimony, 2 (Baltimore: Enoch Pratt Free Library, 
1970), 19.

BibsBooks.indb   35 18/12/08   11:31:31 AM



36

Bibliographical Essay

A book collector seldom traverses a straight and narrow path. Even 
with the best resolve to focus on one subject or genre, straying is of-
ten inevitable. There are simply too many enticing detours and by-
ways, many interrelated. For us, born and bred in Baltimore, books 
printed in our city fall into this category. They have always held 
an inexplicable attraction. Over the years, whenever such volumes 
came within eyeshot, especially early titles of a nursery nature, we 
would add them to our shelves. At the outset, there was no particu-
lar intent, it was simply an instinctive act. Perhaps, unwittingly, we 
were paying homage to a city we loved. The more we acquired, the 
more we observed patterns emerging—in their content and appear-
ance. We became fascinated by their publishers and printers, some 
of whose imprints surfaced often, others rarely. We became curious 
to know more about what children read in eighteenth- and nine-
teenth-century Baltimore. We wondered when the local literary and 
printing establishments first recognized them as a distinct clientele 
with separate needs and interests, etc.
 Therefore, when Cynthia Requardt, Kurrelmeyer Curator of Spe-
cial Collections, Sheridan Libraries, The Johns Hopkins University, 
suggested that we mount some of the material from our collection 
in the display cases of the majestic George Peabody Library (now a 
component of the Johns Hopkins University libraries), it was with-
out hesitation that we chose as our theme, books for Baltimore chil-
dren. Then, work began in earnest.
 The researcher constructing a record of children’s books pub-
lished and read in old Baltimore may be likened to the maker of a 
patchwork quilt who completes the task at hand by piecing together 
small scraps from myriad sources. While the quilter can take satis-
faction in creating a finished product, the researcher’s work, in this 
instance, can never be totally complete due to a dearth of archives 
and the disappearance of books.
 Still, strides have been made. Bibliographies offer a solid beginning, 
providing tangible evidence of works having appeared in print. The 
richest, in that it yields the largest number of titles, plus the names, 
locations, and dates of publishers is d’Alté A. Welch’s A Bibliogra-
phy of American Children’s Books Printed Prior to 1821 (Worcester, 
Mass.: American Antiquarian Society and Barre Publishers, 1972). 
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While having many fewer entries than Welch, A. S. W. Rosenbach’s 
Early American Children’s Books with Bibliographical Descriptions 
of the Books in His Private Collection (Portland, Maine: Southworth 
Press, 1933) extends coverage to 1836. One of its three indexes, di-
vided by state, then city, provides a concise list of titles issued under 
the names of their respective publishers or printers.
 Supplementing bibliographies of children’s books are those de-
voted solely to Maryland imprints, primarily helpful in locating 
books of religious instruction and school texts published in Balti-
more. In chronological order these are: Lawrence C. Wroth’s History 
of Printing in Colonial Maryland, 1686–1776 (Baltimore: Typothetae 
of Baltimore, 1922); Joseph Towne Wheeler’s The Maryland Press, 
1777-1790 (Baltimore: Maryland Historical Society, 1938); A. Rachel 
Minick’s History of Printing in Maryland, 1791–1800, with a Bibli-
ography of Works Printed in the State during the Period (Baltimore: 
Enoch Pratt Free Library, 1949); and Roger Bristol’s Maryland Im-
prints, 1801–1810 (Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 
1953). G. Thomas Tanselle, in his Guide to the Study of United States 
Imprints (Cambridge, Mass.: Belknap Press of Harvard University 
Press, 1971), records more than twenty checklists of Maryland im-
prints covering all but nine years from 1811 through 1876, compiled 
as master’s theses at the Catholic University of America and held 
in loose-leaf binders at the Maryland Historical Society. Rollo Sil-
ver’s The Baltimore Book Trade, 1800–1825 (New York: New York 
Public Library, 1953) contains a directory of individuals associated 
with all aspects of the book—binders, sellers, printers, publishers, 
etc., gleaned from notices and advertisements in newspapers, with 
sources cited.
 German printing for children began in Baltimore with the town’s 
first printer, Nicholas Hasselbach. It expanded with the influx of 
immigrants arriving after the Revolutionary War and served as a 
vehicle for transmitting the German language, literature, and reli-
gious culture to the young. Such books have been well documented 
in The First Century of German Language Printing in the United 
States of America: A Bibliography Based on the Studies of Oswald 
Seidensticker and Wilbur H. Oda, ed. Karl John Richard Arndt 
and Reimer C. Eck, comp. Gerd-J. Bötte and Werner Tannhof Us-
ing a Preliminary Compilation by Annelies Müller, Publications 
of the Pennsylvania German Society, 21–22 (Göttingen: Nieder-
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sächsische Staats- und Universitätsbibliothek Göttingen, 1989); 
Walter Klinefelter’s The ABC Books of the Pennsylvania Germans, 
Publications of the Pennsylvania German Society, 7 (Breinigsville, 
Penn.: Pennsylvania German Society, 1973); and Felix Reichmann’s 
“German Printing in Maryland: A Check List, 1768–1950” in Re-
port of the Society for the History of the Germans in Maryland, XX-
VII (1950), 9-70. Dieter Cunz’s The Maryland Germans, a History 
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1948) is a useful source as 
is volume 5 of Klaus Stopp’s series on The Printed Birth and Baptis-
mal Certificates of the German Americans (Mainz, Germany; East 
Berlin, Penn.: the author, 1998), which covers Maryland frakturs. 
George W. McCreary conveys the limited amount known about the 
career of Baltimore’s first printer in The First Book Printed in Balti-
more-Town, Nicholas Hasselbach, Printer: The Book Reprinted with 
a Sketch of Hasselbach’s Life and Work (Baltimore, 1903).
 Resources focusing solely on Baltimore proved invaluable—espe-
cially newspapers, city directories (even with gaps for some years), 
and catalogues delineating the holdings of circulating libraries.
 A number of historical surveys that chronicle aspects of the city’s 
past deserve mention: Robert J. Brugger’s Maryland, a Middle Tem-
perament, 1634–1980 (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press 
in association with the Maryland Historical Society, 1988); Sherry 
H. Olson’s The Building of an American City (Baltimore and Lon-
don: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1981); and J. Thomas Scharf’s 
History of Baltimore City and County, with a New Introduction by 
Edward G. Howard and a Rearranged Index (Baltimore: Regional 
Publishing Co., 1971). Vernon S. Vavrina in his published disserta-
tion covers The History of Public Education in the City of Baltimore, 
1929-1956 (Washington, D. C.: Catholic University of America Press, 
1958), as does the Rev. Edmund J. Goebel in A Study of Catholic Sec-
ondary Education during the Colonial Period up to the First Plenary 
Council of Baltimore, 1852 (Washington, D. C.: Catholic University 
of America, 1936). James Weston Livingood explores economic as-
pects of The Philadelphia-Baltimore Trade Rivalry, 1780–1860 (Har-
risburg: Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, 1947). 
Industries of Maryland: A Descriptive Review of the Manufacturing 
and Mercantile Industries of the City of Baltimore (New York, Phila-
delphia, and Baltimore: Historical Publishing Co. Publishers, 1882) 
yielded descriptions of local businesses and firms.
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 General studies in other specialized fields, while not directly con-
cerned with the children’s books of Baltimore, supplied consider-
able background information. Titles that can be singled out in the 
category of children’s literature include: Gillian Avery’s Behold 
the Child: American Children and Their Books, 1612–1922 (Balti-
more: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1994); Rosalie V. Halsey’s 
Forgotten Books of the American Nursery: A History of the Develop-
ment of the American Storybook (Boston: Charles E. Goodspeed, 
1911); Monica M. Kiefer’s American Children through Their Books, 
1700–1835 (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 1948); 
Marjorie Moon’s compilations of John Harris’s Books for Youth, 
1801–1843, Being a Check-List of Books for Children and Young Peo-
ple Published for Their Amusement and Instruction by John Harris 
and His Son, Successors to Elizabeth Newbery; including a List of 
Games and Teaching Toys (Cambridge: Printed for the compiler in 
association with Five Owls Press Limited and sold by Alan Spilman, 
1976); William Sloane’s Children’s Books in England and America 
in the Seventeenth Century: A History and a Checklist, Together with 
“The Young Christian’s Library,” the First Printed Catalog of Books 
for Children (New York: King’s Crown Press, Columbia University, 
1955); and a facsimile of John Newbery’s A Little Pretty Pocket-Book 
(New York: Harcourt, Brace & World, 1967), with a useful introduc-
tory essay and bibliography by M. F. Thwaite.
 Several books provided informed perspectives about childhood as 
well as the changing lives and pastimes of children, namely: Mary 
Cable’s The Little Darlings: A History of Child Rearing in America 
(New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1975); Karin Calvert’s Chil-
dren in the House: The Material Culture of Early Childhood, 1600–
1900 (Boston: Northwestern University Press, 1991); and Katharine 
Morrison McClinton’s Antiques of American Childhood. (New 
York: Clarkson N. Potter, 1970).
 Among significant studies in the history of books, libraries, print-
ing and reading, the following accounts imparted substantial infor-
mation: Reading in America: Literature and Social History, ed. Cathy 
Davidson (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1989); Philip 
A. Kalish’s The Enoch Pratt Free Library, a Social History (Metuchen, 
N. J.: Scarecrow Press, 1969); Rollo G. Silver’s The American Printer, 
1787–1825 (Charlottesville: University Press of Virginia for the Bib-
liographical Society of the University of Virginia, 1967); Madeleine 
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B. Stern’s Antiquarian Bookselling in the United States, a History 
from the Origins to the 1940s (Westport, Conn., London, England: 
Greenwood Press, 1985); and John Tebbel’s Between Covers: The 
Rise and Transformation of Book Publishing in America (New York: 
Oxford University Press 1987).
 Textbooks and other titles of an educational sort played a large 
role in the lives of youngsters. Several studies offer an excellent over-
view, citing many pertinent titles: Charles Carpenter’s History of 
American Schoolbooks (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania 
Press, 1967); Clifton Johnson’s Old-Time Schools and School-Books, 
with Many Illustrations Collected by the Author, with a New Intro-
duction by Carl Withers (New York: Dover Publications, 1963); and 
John A. Nietz’s Old Textbooks: Spelling, Grammar, Reading, Arith-
metic, Geography, American History, Civil Government, Physiology, 
Penmanship, Art, Music, as Taught in The Common Schools from 
Colonial Days to 1900 (Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press, 
1961).
 Successful students have been recognized in many ways. In their 
handsome pictorial survey of the subject, Rewards of Merit: Tokens 
of a Child’s Progress and a Teacher’s Esteem as an Enduring Aspect 
of American Religious and Secular Education ([n. p.]: Ephemera So-
ciety of America, 1994), Patricia Fenn and Alfred P. Malpa fully ex-
plore their variations.
 Tracking down the lives and careers of Baltimore printers and 
publishers of children’s books proved to be problematic, with some 
exceptions. In his lengthy article on “Fielding Lucas, Jr., Early 19th 
Century Publisher of Fine Books and Maps,” Proceedings of the 
American Antiquarian Society, LXV (Oct. 1955), 161–212, James 
W. Foster discusses Lucas’s output of school and children’s books. 
He also notes the publisher’s collaborations with John H. B. Latrobe, 
quoting from John E. Semmes biography, John H.B. Latrobe and His 
Times, 1803–1891 (Baltimore: Norman Remington Co., 1917). In his 
diary held by the Maryland Historical Society, Latrobe records de-
tails of General Lafayette’s arrival and activities in Baltimore but 
none on the children’s books he “wrote and drew” for Lucas.
 While Fielding Lucas resided in Baltimore and had great involve-
ment in many aspects of city life, Samuel Wood made his impact 
through a branch he opened in the city in 1818, which was oper-
ated by one of his sons. However, the resources available on Wood 
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barely acknowledge his short-lived but important establishment 
in Baltimore. These works about Wood include Harry B. Weiss’s 
“Samuel Wood & Sons, Early New York Publisher of Children’s 
Books,” Bulletin of the New York Public Library, XLVI (1942), 755–
71, and William Congdon Wood’s One Hundred Years of Publish-
ing, 1804–1904: A Brief Historical Account of the House of William 
Wood and Company (New York: Wood, 1904). American Literary 
Publishing Houses, 1638–1899, Dictionary of Literary Biography, 
49–50, (Detroit: Gale Research Co., 1986), contain entries for Lucas 
and Wood along with those for the Baltimore firms of John Murphy 
and Company and Kelly, Piet & Company.
 The two Philadelphia publishers of the books owned by the 
young Robert N. Moale also have been the subjects of articles by 
Harry B. Weiss. Both appeared in the Bulletin of the New York Public 
Library: “William Charles, Early Caricaturist, Engraver and Pub-
lisher of Children’s Books,” XXXV (1931), 831–40, and “Joseph 
Yeager, Early American Engraver, Publisher of Children’s Books, 
and Railroad President,” XXXVI (1932), 611–16. Various portions 
of Mason Locke Weems’s correspondence with Mathew Carey of 
Philadelphia recorded in Paul Leicester Ford’s Mason Locke Weems, 
His Works and Ways, ed. Emily Ellsworth Ford Skeel (New York, 
1929), offer insights into the content and marketing of books for 
children and youth as does Lawrence C. Wroth’s Parson Weems, a 
Biographical and Critical Study (Baltimore: Eichelberger Book Co., 
1911).
 As for other publishers not the focus of books or articles, the 
American Antiquarian Society maintains an extensive “Nineteenth-
Century American Children’s Book Trade Directory” from which 
helpful dates and addresses were obtained. Some biographical mate-
rial surfaced in the Dielman-Haywood File of the Maryland Histor-
ical Society and in the vertical files of the society. In the Maryland 
Department of the Enoch Pratt Free Library information found in 
its vertical files, city directories, and the biography and query card 
files also helped substantiate data.
 Tracking down the favorite books of youthful, prominent Balti-
moreans meant scanning many biographies and autobiographies. 
Eugene L. Didier in The Life and Letters of Madame Bonaparte 
(New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1879) reveals the reading of 
a ten-year-old Betsy Patterson. In the third of his autobiographies, 
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Life and Times of Frederick Douglass, Written by Himself: His Early 
Life as a Slave, His Escape from Bondage, and His Complete History 
to the Present Time (Hartford: Park Publishing Co., 1881), facsim-
ile edition, Douglass recalls with clarity the books that redirected 
his life. Henry Louis Mencken recounts his early reading in his au-
tobiographical account, Happy Days, 1880-1892 (New York: Alfred 
A. Knopf, 1940) and in the Borzoi Battledore of May 1945 (New 
York: Alfred A. Knopf). In addition, books in his own childhood li-
brary can be studied in the Mencken Room of the Enoch Pratt Free 
Library. Unassigned Reading: Teen-Age Testimony, 2 (Baltimore: 
Enoch Pratt Free Library, 1970) contains lists of the teenage reading 
choices of later Baltimoreans.
 Also useful in my studies of Baltimore children’s books have 
been: Edwin Wolf II with John F. Fleming. Rosenbach, a Biography 
(Cleveland and New York: World Publishing Co., 1960); Joseph 
Towne Wheeler’s “Booksellers and Circulating Libraries in Colo-
nial Maryland,” Maryland Historical Magazine, XXXIV, 2 (June 
1949), 111–137; Isaiah Thomas, The History of Printing in America 
with a Biography of Printers & an Account of Newspapers, ed. Marcus 
A. McCorison from the Second Edition (New York: Weathervane 
Books, 1970); Charles Evans, American Bibliography (Chicago: the 
author, 1903–1934; Worcester, Mass.: American Antiquarian Soci-
ety, 1955); Stuart C. Sherman, “The Library Company of Baltimore, 
1795–1854,” Maryland Historical Society Magazine, XXXIX, 1 
(March 1944); “What Children Read a Century Ago: Welch Exhibit 
at Peabody Library Includes Baltimore Specimens,” by Mary Irene 
Copinger, Sunday Sun Magazine, March 4, 1928, 18; and Wilber H. 
Hunter’s La Fayette in Baltimore: The 150th Anniversary of His Visit 
to Baltimore in 1824, October 10 through December 16, 1974 (Balti-
more, 1974).
 It must be stated that of all the resources consulted, the actual 
books proved to be the most valuable, as well as central to the re-
search. Publisher’s promotional advertisements for children’s books, 
conveniently found on their rear pages or rear covers and, in some 
cases, on the final leaves of adult titles were a boon. The imprints file 
of the Maryland Historical Society provided additional assistance as 
did printouts of catalogue records of the Baltimore children’s books 
held at the Historical Society and the American Antiquarian Soci-
ety. The books themselves plus the citations of others in advertise-
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ments—like a compass—often pointed out new directions, provided 
clues where none previously existed, or extended the boundaries of 
territory already known, thus expanding our range of knowledge.
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Children’s Books in Bygone Baltimore 
Selected from the Collection of 
Linda F. and Julian L. Lapides

Introduction1 
linda f. lapides

On the title pages of two books published in Baltimore by J. F. 
Weishampel one finds the following lines:

Amusement with instruction is combined, 
To please the simple and charm the tender mind.2

In the first half of the seventeenth century such a concept would 
hardly have been acceptable. Children, regarded as miniature adults, 
devoted themselves to pious pursuits, not pleasure. Nor did books 
written to entertain them exist. It took another century before John 
Newbery, the London publisher, would consistently issue small vol-
umes for children, many specifically designed for their amusement 
and instruction. Newbery holds the distinction of being the first 
to make the publication of children’s books a viable, noteworthy, 
and profitable business enterprise. His ingenious marketing meth-
ods even won him customers in Maryland. Not until the 1790s did 
Baltimore publishers begin to issue narrative storybooks for youth. 
From then on titles printed for children by local presses prolifer-
ated.
 However, a combination of factors militated against their survival: 
their fragile construction, their ephemeral nature, and the constant 
handling to which they were subjected. Furthermore, their classifi-
cation as children’s books somehow diminished their importance in 

1. Based on the brochure, For Amusement and Instruction: Children’s Books in Bygone Bal-
timore from the Collection of Linda F. and Julian L. Lapides, issued to accompany the ex-
hibition of a selection of the Lapides Collection at the George Peabody Library of Johns 
Hopkins University, December 6, 2000–January 31, 2001.
2. The Second School Book. For Children Who Are Trying To Read. Baltimore: Published By 
John Frederick Weishampel. [1859] and Weishampel’s Pictorial Primer, And Juvenile Gift, 
For Good Children. Baltimore: Published by J. F. Weishampel, jr., W. Balto. St. [n. d.] (Cata-
logue nos. 75 and 76).
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the eyes of many. Only in recent decades have scholars come to ap-
preciate their significance and the unique perspective they offer on 
American values and culture. Through their texts, which reflect the 
minds of those who wrote and published them, one can track any 
number of themes as well as shifting attitudes toward the rising 
generation, from their upbringing to their education. Besides the 
content of the books, much can be gleaned from their physical ap-
pearance—their bindings, paper, typography, illustrations, and for-
mat.
 This selection from our collection features titles published pri-
marily in Baltimore for children and youth from their beginnings 
to approximately 1875, many of which contain illustrations ranging 
from crude woodcuts to fine copperplate engravings. It highlights 
their history and changing nature as well as those publishers such 
as Samuel Wood, Fielding Lucas, John Horton, and William Raine, 
who produced them. Schoolbooks receive special attention as do the 
advertising booklets given out, especially at holiday times, by com-
mercial establishments with the well-known names of Hochschild 
Kohn & Company, Hutzler Brothers, and Steiff Pianos. Also in-
cluded are the childhood reading choices of several prominent in-
dividuals associated with Baltimore: Elizabeth (“Betsy”) Patterson 
Bonaparte, Frederick Douglass, and Henry Louis Mencken.
 Children’s books led a precarious existence, and their preserva-
tion often depended on special circumstances. Some titles saved by 
proud owners had been received as rewards for excellence or dili-
gence in school. Others still intact had owners who inscribed them 
with cautionary verses to protect their volumes from harm and theft. 
Whatever the reason, their survival in any kind of condition must 
be celebrated. More than any other body of literature, books read and 
enjoyed by children received the most love and the hardest wear.
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Catalogue3

IN THE BEGINNING

The earliest books read by Maryland children came in shipments 
from England. In 1760 they could be obtained at Richard Moale’s 
store in Baltimore-Town or from William Rind at the Printing 
Office in Annapolis. Advertisements in The Maryland Gazette reg-
ularly announced the arrival of vessels bringing imports. These in-
cluded “a great variety of little Gilt Books for the use of children to 
be sold very resonably [sic],” also “Bibles,” “Spelling-Books,” “His-
tories,” “Plays,” “Primmers,” “Horn Books,” “Slates in Frames,” 
and such specific titles as Aesop’s Fables and Halifax’s Advice to a 
Daughter.

1. The Maryland Gazette, Containing the freshest Advices foreign 
and domestic. [Numb. 791.] Thursday, July 3, 1760. Annapolis: 
Printed by Jonas Green and William Rind at the Printing Of-
fice, the Sign of the Bible, in Charles–Street; where all Persons 
may be supplied with this Gazette at 12 s. 6 d. per year. [Photo-
copy.]

The British bookseller, John Newbery (1713–1767), put John Locke’s 
precepts to work in his publications, especially that which recom-
mended “Learning be made a Play and Recreation to Children.” 
This enterprising publisher of children’s books advertised his 

Entry Form. The bibliographic descriptions of the items in the catalogue are transcribed di-
rectly from the printed source, reproducing the capitalization and punctuation exactly as 
they appear in the book, print, or broadside. An exception has been made in cases where a 
whole word is capitalized in the source. In this instance only the first letter is capitalized 
in the transcription. Titles proper and subtitles are italicized.
3. Based on an exhibition of a selection of the Lapides Collection at the George Peabody 
Library of Johns Hopkins University, December 6, 2000–January 31, 2001.
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wares in colonial newspapers. His Lilliputian Magazine, possibly 
the first periodical for children, contained “A List of Subscribers 
from Maryland,” many with surnames recognizable today, such as 
Addison, Beall, Brooke, Dulany, Hanson, Lee, and Ogle, along with 
their places of residence, Charles, Frederick, Prince George’s coun-
ties or Annapolis. In concert with their English counterparts, the 
forty-nine Marylanders also became “proprietors in this magazine 
who agreed to adhere to a variety of beliefs, practices and principles.” 
They promised to: “say our prayers, . . . to keep holy the Sabbath-
day; to love the Lord our God, . . . to love and honour our fathers 
and mothers, brothers and sisters, . . . to promote each others inter-
est and the interest and happiness of all mankind but especially of 
those who are poor and distressed, . . . to keep our hands from pick-
ing and stealing, and our tongues from evil speaking, lying and slan-
dering, . . . to keep our bodies in temperance, sobriety and chastity, 
and that we will not covet other men’s goods, but be contented with 
what it hath pleased God to give us; for we are well assured, that a 
contented mind is a continual feast.”

2.  Frontispiece, title page and list of Maryland subscribers from 
John Newbery’s Lilliputian Magazine. London. 1765. [Photo-
copy.]
  Despite Newbery’s Maryland support, the venture did not suc-
ceed, and this 1765 edition is a compilation of the only three is-
sues believed to have been published. The ledgers of William 
Strahan, its printer, survive. In them he records printing 4,000 
copies of Numbers 1 and 2 in January 1751 and 3,500 of Num-
ber 3 in August 1752. However, none of these separate numbers 
have ever surfaced. An earlier compilation circa 1752 also car-
ried the list of young masters and misses from Maryland.

As the colonists’ books came from England, so did their method of 
education. It took its curriculum from what the influential philoso-
pher, John Locke (1632–1704), described as the “ordinary road of the 
Hornbook, Primer, Psalter, Testament and Bible.” Hornbooks, a ba-
sic tool, enabled children to master their ABCs and learn The Lord’s 
Prayer, should the latter be included. None of the hornbooks seem to 
be of American origin, although this issue has not been resolved de-
finitively. Students progressed to the Primer, which also combined 
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reading instruction with religion. No matter the version, all con-
tained common elements: the alphabet, tables of syllables, and the 
verse beginning “In Adam’s Fall, We sinned all.” Memorizing the 
psalms in the Psalter gave youngsters the added proficiency needed 
to read the New Testament and the Bible. Other staples on the 
shelves of the early educational cupboard included the catechism 
and the spelling book.

3. [Broadside] The Horn-book. Boston, Massachusetts: The Horn 
Book Magazine 585 Boylston Street. �1939, 1966
 Illustrations depicting the hornbook and its use through the 
centuries border the broadside, and a definition from Pardon’s 
New English Dictionary (1758) appears in the center: “A leaf of 
written or printed paper pasted on board and covered with horn, 
for children to learn their letters by, and to prevent their being 
torn and daubed.”

4. Catechismus, Oder kurzer Unterricht Christlicher Lehre, Für die 
Jugend in den Reformirten Schulen, Nebst der Haus–Tafel, mit 
und ohne biblischen Sprüch–Büchlein. Alles zur Ehre und zum 
Lob Gottes. Baltimor [sic], Gedruckt für Cushing. 1812
 In the 1760s Baltimore’s flourishing economy attracted Ger-
man immigrants. Schools and churches arose to serve this pop-
ulation as well as publishing establishments, which printed or 
sold German newspapers and also books to support the religious 
training of children, such as this “Catechism, or short lesson 
in Christian teaching, for the young of the Reformed Schools, 
along with the rules of daily behavior with or without the book-
let of Biblical proverbs. All to the honor and praise of God.”

5. The New England Primer Improved; Or, An Easy And Pleas-
ant Guide to the Art of Reading; To Which Is Added The 
Assembly’s Catechism. Baltimore: Published by Armstrong & 
Plaskitt, 134 Market St. Matchett, Printer. 1820.

6. The Psalter; Or, Psalms Of David: With The Proverbs Of Solomon, 
And Christ’s Sermon On The Mount. Being An Introduction For 
Children To The Reading of The Holy Scriptures. Carefully Cop-
ied from the Holy Bible. Baltimore: Printed By Warner & Hanna. 
For John Vance & Co. No. 178, Market Street. 1808
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Books also came to Baltimore along with their owners who immi-
grated here. A case in point is no. 7. Priscilla Wakefield took her 
armchair travelers on tours of Africa, Asia, the British Empire, 
and North America. However, none of her narratives have been re-
printed as often as this one, first issued in 1801. Although it reached 
its nineteenth edition in 1850, no American edition has ever been 
recorded.

7. wakefield, priscilla (bell) 1751–1832. The Juvenile Trav-
ellers; Containing The Remarks Of A Family During A Tour 
Through The Principal States And Kingdoms Of Europe: With 
an Account of their Inhabitants, Natural Productions, And Cu-
riosities. London: Printed And Sold By Darton And Harvey, 
Gracechurch Street. 1802
 Children of the Chaisty family left no doubt that this copy 
of the 1802 English edition of The Juvenile Travellers belonged 
to them. Several handwritten inscriptions not only identify the 
Chaistys as the owners but testify to their belief in the survival 
of the book. One reads:

Edward James Chaisty is 
my name Ireland is my  
nation Baltimore is my  
Dwelling place and  
Heaven is my expectation  
When i am Dead and in my  
grave and all my bones are  
rotten by this you se[e] remem - 
ber [me] or else i’ll be forgotten

 Although there is a Baltimore in Ireland, this book surfaced in 
a city book shop, and the name Edward James Chaisty can be 
found in the Baltimore city directory for 1827. 
 Further cementing Chaisty’s connection to the city is the book 
he revised and corrected, The London Dissector, or Guide to 
Anatomy, For the Use Of Students . . . From The First American 
Edition, published in both Baltimore and Philadelphia in 1839. 
The title page identifies him as “Edward J. Chaisty, M.D. Dem-
onstrator of Anatomy, In the University of Maryland.”

By the mid 1780s, birth and baptismal certificates, previously writ-
ten, drawn and decorated entirely by hand, began to be printed as 
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well. These family records, a form of American folk art, not only cel-
ebrated the arrival of a child but the importance of religion in fam-
ily life. 

8. Geburts– und Taufschein. Baltimore, gedruckt und zu haben 
bey Joh. T. Hanzsche, No. 69 Nord=Libertystrasse, und bey 
J. G. Hanzsche, Union=Arcade, Marsch=Marktplatz
 The vast majority of Taufscheine were printed in Penn-
sylvania, but this example announcing the birth and bap-
tism of Elizabeth Winner, born in that state on August 13, 
1811, was published in Baltimore by John T. Hanzsche and 
J. G. Hanzsche. Although the certificate is in German, copies 
printed in English could also be obtained.

Not until the last decade of the eighteenth century did printers and 
publishers in Baltimore begin to issue storybooks for children and 
youth such as Ambrose And Eleanor, Robinson Crusoe, The History 
Of Jack And His Eleven Brothers, and Amusement For Good Chil-
dren. Except for the Biographical Memoirs Of The Illustrious Gen-
eral George Washington, a popular and patriotic subject for youth, 
the books took their texts from English editions.

9. c., g. s. Amusement For Good Children, By G. S. C. Or, An 
Exhibition of Comic Pictures, By Bob Sketch. Be Merry and Wise. 
Printed at the Bible And Heart Office, By And For Warner and 
Hanna, And Sold By Them and J. Vance & Co. Baltimore 1806
 No doubt Warner and Hanna copied their 1806 and 1808 edi-
tions of this title (the sole American editions) from an undated 
one issued by H. Ireton of London. The full name of the author 
has never been identified.

10. [corry, john] fl. 1825. Biographical Memoirs Of The illustrious 
General George Washington, First President Of The United States 
Of America, And Commander in Chief of their Armies, during the 
Revolutionary War, Dedicated to the Youth of America. Balti-
more: Printed And Sold by William Warner. 1812
 Copies of Corry’s book kept the presses rolling in New Ha-
ven, New York, Wilmington, Trenton, Philadelphia, and Pitts-
burgh where, in addition to Baltimore, publishers issued their 
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editions of these Biographical Memoirs. A German-language 
edition could be purchased from J. Hartman in Libanon [sic] 
Pennsylvania.

11.  [defoe, daniel] 1661?–1731. The Life And Most Surprising 
Adventures Of Robinson Crusoe, Of York, Mariner. Containing 
A full and particular Account, how he lived twenty eight Years 
in an uninhabited Island on the Coast of America: How his Ship 
was lost in a storm, and all his Companions drowned; and how 
he was cast upon the Shore by the wreck; with a true Relation 
how he was at last miraculously preserved by Pirates. Faithfully 
Epitomized From The Three Volumes. Baltimore.—Printed By 
William Warner. Corner of South Gay & Market-streets. 1815.
 The earliest Baltimore edition appeared in 1794 and could be 
bought from George Keating, Bookseller, Bookbinder and Sta-
tioner on Second Street. It was issued twenty years after the first 
American edition, published in New York by Hugh Gaine.

12. [ducray-duminil, françois guillaume] 1761–1819. 
Ambrose And Eleanor, Or The Adventures Of Two Children De-
serted On an Uninhabited Island. (Translated From The French) 
[1 line quotation.] To Which Is Added Auguste and Madelaine, 
A Real History, By Miss Helen Maria Williams.—Baltimore:—
Printed For Thomas, Andrews, And Butler, No. 184, Market 
Street. By Warner and Hanna, Harrison Street. 1799.
 Two Baltimore editions, this one of 1799 and an earlier one 
of 1798 were the only American editions ever published of this 
work. This English translation first appeared in 1796, printed 
by R. & L. Peacock of London.

13. The History Of Jack And His Eleven Brothers; Displaying The 
Various Adventures They Encountered In Their Travels, &c. Balti-
more: Published by A. Miltenberger, J. Vance & Co., and F. Lucas. 
A. Miltenberger, Print. 1811
 This Baltimore edition is the only one printed in America, 
likely copied from a second London edition of 1801, which bore 
the imprint of S. Langley.
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SAMUEL WOOD OPENS A BRANCH IN BALTIMORE

In 1818 the prolific New York publisher of children’s books Samuel 
Wood (1760–1844) brought his business to Baltimore. He placed 
his son, Samuel S. Wood, in charge of the agency. Despite its short 
duration of approximately seven or eight years, the company issued 
more juvenile books than any other local firm. All the Wood titles, 
schoolbooks and highly moral little chapbooks, carried the double 
imprint of New York and Baltimore.
 After closing its business in Baltimore about 1825, the firm con-
tinued in New York, and in the 1860s, under the helm of Wood’s 
sole surviving son, William, it focused on medical volumes imported 
from England. Renamed William Wood & Company, it remained 
in family hands until 1932. In that year the company returned to 
Baltimore, having been purchased by the “dual organization” of the 
Williams & Wilkins Company and the Waverly Press, Inc. The 
firm survives under Dutch ownership as Lippincott Williams & 
Wilkins, “an international publisher of medical and scientific books.” 
 All the pieces in this section carry the same imprint: “New York: 
Published by Samuel Wood & Sons, No. 261, Pearl–Street: And Sam-
uel S. Wood & Co. No. 212, Market–street, Baltimore”.

14. Arithmetical Tables, For The Use of Schools. [n. d.]
 Along with arithmetical tables, the reader can learn about such 
matters as “Federal Money of the United States of America,” 
“British Money,” “Obsolete British Coins,” “Cloth Measure,” 
“Dry Measure,” “Time,” and “The Sizes of Books.”

15. Childhood. 1818 [covers wanting]

16. False Stories Corrected. 1822
 Samuel Wood made certain his small readers knew that such 
creatures as mermaids, fairies, centaurs, Jack Frost, etc., all be-
longed to the realm of fancy rather than fact. This book contains 
an advertisement of publications for sale by Wood at both his 
New York and Baltimore locations

17. The History of Birds. [n. d.]

18. The History of Fish. [n. d.]
 This copy bears the name of Tryphena Fisher stamped on its 
front wrapper. Her name is also inscribed in ink, none too neatly, 
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at the head of the title page. Another children’s book with her 
distinctive name, similarly stamped and inscribed, The Vaga-
bond, published in Woodstock, Vermont, in 1823, is held by the 
American Antiquarian Society.

19.  Infancy. 1818 [covers wanting]

20. The Life Of That Wonderful And Extraordinarily Heavy Man, 
Daniel Lambert, From His Birth To The Moment Of His Disso-
lution With An Account of Men noted for their Corpulency, and 
other interesting matter. 1818
 This title was timely because a life-size wax figure of Daniel 
Lambert (1770–1809) could be viewed at the Baltimore Museum, 
Lexington and Howard Streets, in April 1817. Lambert, who 
was born in Leicester, England, where he served as keeper of the 
county House of Correction, possessed, according to words on 
his tombstone, “an exalted and convivial Mind and in personal 
Greatness had no competitor .” When he died: “He measured 
three Feet one Inch round the leg nine Feet four Inches round 
the body and weighed fifty two stone eleven pounds!” 
Wood held up the agreeable, intelligent Lambert as a “model 
worthy of general imitation” with respect to his “humanity, tem-
perance and liberality of sentiment.”

21. [Notecard]
 The image of Lambert on the notecard comes from A Fancy 
Battledore 1806 in the Opie Collection of Children’s Literature. 
Bodleian Library, University of Oxford.

22. Old Age. 1818 [covers wanting] 
 The author, no doubt Samuel Wood himself, encourages his 
small readers to reflect seriously on the woodcut engravings in 
this chapbook. Through his explanations he attempts to influ-
ence his readers’ conduct as well as warn them that death awaits 
us all. He remarks of the fourth illustration that it “gives a view 
of a very old man, supported by a staff in one hand, and a dutiful 
child bearing up the other. How much more beautiful is such a 
sight, than to see naughty children making a mock of the aged 
or infirm; or even spending their time and strength in idle sport 
and play!” He continues his comments, describing the fifth il-
lustration as “the appearance of the sick in bed, with attendants. 
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